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SUBJECT: US-EC EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON ASEAN 

REFS: A) BRUSSELS 7117: B) STATE 94305; C) STATE 89586; 
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D) STATE 47752 

1 . AT NOVEMBER US-EC CONSULTATIONS WE FOUND INFORMAL 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON ASEAN USEFUL. WE WOULD LIKE TO 
CONTINUE THESE PERIODIC DISCUSSIONS. US-EC CONSULTATIONS 
AT END OF MAY MAY PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY ALTHOUGH AS OF 
NOW AND IN LIGHT OF THE SCHEDULED EC-ASEAN JOINT STUDY 
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GROUP MEETING IN MID-MAY, EC MAY BE IN BETTER POSITION TO 
BRIEF US ON LATEST DEVELOPMENTS THAN OTHER WAY AROUND. 

BUT WE WOULD LIKE TO AGAIN EXTEND INVITATION TO EC 
COMMISSION OFFICIALS TO STOP BY IN WASHINGTON FOR AN 
INFORMAL MEETING AT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AFTER THEIR 
MEETING IN ASIA. WE KNOW, FOR EXAMPLE THAT DGI CHIEF 
OF ASIAN AFFAIRS, JOHN HANSEN, HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN ASEAN 
CONTACTS AND HAS EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN MEETING WITH US. 

WE WOULD WELCOME A BRIEF VISIT BY HANSEN SHOULD HE BE 
ATTENDING THE ASEAN MEETING. 

2. THERE IS LITTLE WE CAN ADD TO USEC'S KNOWLEDGE OF 
STATE OF PLAY OF US-ASEAN RELATIONS AS CONTAINED IN REFS. 

B AND D. WE EXPECT TO HEAR FROM ASEAN AFTER ITS STANDING 
COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 20 IN BANGKOK. 

WE HOPE TO HAVE DEFINITIVE ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING: 

A) THE TIMING AND LEVEL OF THE US-ASEAN MEETING IN 
WASHINGTON, B) A RESPONSE TO OUR PROPOSAL TO HAVE A JOINT 
WORKING GROUP DEVELOP PROJECT PROPOSALS FOR DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION FOR THE REGION AND C) ASEAN PROPOSALS FOR 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE WASHINGTON MEETING. 

3. AS INDICATED IN REF. B, WE THINK THAT OUR MUTUAL 
INTERESTS ARE BEST SERVED IF ASEAN MINISTERS COME TO 
WASHINGTON AND THEY HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH HIGH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LEVEL OFFICIALS OF THE ADMINISTRATION. WE ALSO HOPE TO 
ARRANGE MEETINGS FOR THEM WITH CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS AND 
KEY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE AMERICAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY, 
MEDIA AND ACADEMIC CIRCLES. AS TO SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES, 

OUR OWN THINKING IS TO HAVE AN AGENDA SIMILAR TO THAT 
OF THE MANILA MEETING WHICH WOULD REVIEW GENERAL ECONOMIC 
TRENDS, NORTH-SOUTH ISSUES AND QUESTIONS OF MUTUAL 
INTEREST IN THE AREAS OF TRADE, DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION, 
COMMODITY POLICIES AND INVESTMENT. WE HAVE NOT YET 
TALKED ABOUT AN AGENDA WITH ASEAN AND ALL THIS IS SUBJECT 
TO THEIR VIEWS. WE HOPE THAT AS A MINIMUM WE WILL HAVE 
STARTED A PROCESS OF IDENTIFYING REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS. WE HAVE SUGGESTED 
THAT THESE FOCUS ON THE AREAS OF FOOD PRODUCTION, RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT, AND DEVELOPMENT OF CONVENTIONAL AND 
NON-CONVENTIONAL ENERGY RESOURCES. WE WILL BE MEETING 
WITH ASEAN ON MTN ISSUES IN THE LATTER PART OF THIS 
MONTH IN SINGAPORE AND KUALA LUMPUR AND WE HOPE THAT 
THIS MEETING WILL SUBSTANTIALLY ADVANCE THE TRADE 
NEGOTIATIONS. WE HAVE MADE SOME PROGRESS IN ENCOURAGING 
US-ASEAN BUSINESS CONTACTS, PARTICULARLY IN PROMOTING 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A BILATERAL US-ASEAN BUSINESS 
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COUNCIL UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE US CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AND THE ASEAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. ASEAN 
IS RECEPTIVE TO THE IDEA AND THE US CHAMBER IS WORKING 
ON THE PROPOSAL WITH STATE DEPARTMENT ENDORSEMENT. 

WE ARE CLOSE TO HAVING A NEW MODEL INVESTMENT TREATY 
DRAFTED WHICH WILL BE SUBMITTED TO SINGAPORE AND POSSIBLY 
TO MALAYSIA FOR CONSIDERATION. WE ALSO INTEND TO 
ENCOURAGE GREATER EXPORT IMPORT BANK INTEREST IN THE 
REGION AS WELL AS INCREASED ATTENTION BY OPIC NOW THAT 
OPIC LEGISLATION HAS PASSED CONGRESS. WE HAVE HAD SOME 
CONSULTATIONS WITH ASEAN OFFICIALS ON COMMODITY POLICIES, 
PARTICULARLY THE COMMON FUND, AND WE HOPE TO HAVE A 
SENIOR COMMODITY EXPERT OF USG VISIT THE REGION AFTER 
THE PROSPECTS OF CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON TIN BECOME 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CLEAR. 

4. THIS SUMS UP OUR PRESENT THINKING ON WHERE WE STAND 
ON THE US-ASEAN DIALOGUE. WE HAVE HAD NO FORMAL EXCHANGE 
OF VIEWS WITH ANY ASEAN INSTITUTION, INCLUDING THE 
ASEAN WASHINGTON COMMITTEE, SINCE THE SEPTEMBER US-ASEAN 
MEETING IN MANILA. IN SUM, THE US CONTINUES TO GIVE 
PRIORITY TO ASEAN AS AN IMPORTANT EMERGING REGIONAL 
INSTITUTION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. ASEAN, WE BELIEVE, IS 
PROMOTING STABILITY IN SEA AND CAN HELP ACCELERATE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND SOLIDARITY AMONG ITS MEMBERS. 
ASEAN, HOWEVER, IS PROCEEDING AT ITS OWN METHODICAL 
PACE AND WE MUST BE PATIENT IN ADJUSTING TO ITS SOMEWHAT 
CUMBERSOME PROCESS OF COORDINATION AND POLICY 
FORMULATION. OUR CONTACTS WITH ASEAN SUPPLEMENT OUR 
CLOSE AND ACTIVE BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH ASEAN 
MEMBERS. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 96518 ACTION BRUSSELS INFO CANBERRA, 
JAKARTA, KUALA, MANILA, SINGAPORE, TOKYO, AND WELLINGTON DATED 
APRIL 14, 1978. 

QUOTE: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 096518 
USEEC 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEAN, EEC 

SUBJECT: US-EC EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON ASEAN 

REFS: A) BRUSSELS 7117: B) STATE 94305; C) STATE 89586; 

D) STATE 47752 

1 . AT NOVEMBER US-EC CONSULTATIONS WE FOUND INFORMAL 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON ASEAN USEFUL. WE WOULD LIKE TO 
CONTINUE THESE PERIODIC DISCUSSIONS. US-EC CONSULTATIONS 
AT END OF MAY MAY PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY ALTHOUGH AS OF 
NOW AND IN LIGHT OF THE SCHEDULED EC-ASEAN JOINT STUDY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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GROUP MEETING IN MID-MAY, EC MAY BE IN BETTER POSITION TO 
BRIEF US ON LATEST DEVELOPMENTS THAN OTHER WAY AROUND. 

BUT WE WOULD LIKE TO AGAIN EXTEND INVITATION TO EC 
COMMISSION OFFICIALS TO STOP BY IN WASHINGTON FOR AN 
INFORMAL MEETING AT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AFTER THEIR 
MEETING IN ASIA. WE KNOW, FOR EXAMPLE THAT DGI CHIEF 
OF ASIAN AFFAIRS, JOHN HANSEN, HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN ASEAN 
CONTACTS AND HAS EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN MEETING WITH US. 

WE WOULD WELCOME A BRIEF VISIT BY HANSEN SHOULD HE BE 
ATTENDING THE ASEAN MEETING. 

2. THERE IS LITTLE WE CAN ADD TO USEC'S KNOWLEDGE OF 
STATE OF PLAY OF US-ASEAN RELATIONS AS CONTAINED IN REFS. 
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B AND D. WE EXPECT TO HEAR FROM ASEAN AFTER ITS STANDING 
COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 20 IN BANGKOK. 

WE HOPE TO HAVE DEFINITIVE ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING: 

A) THE TIMING AND LEVEL OF THE US-ASEAN MEETING IN 
WASHINGTON, B ) A RESPONSE TO OUR PROPOSAL TO HAVE A JOINT 
WORKING GROUP DEVELOP PROJECT PROPOSALS FOR DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION FOR THE REGION AND C) ASEAN PROPOSALS FOR 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE WASHINGTON MEETING. 

3. AS INDICATED IN REF. B, WE THINK THAT OUR MUTUAL 
INTERESTS ARE BEST SERVED IF ASEAN MINISTERS COME TO 
WASHINGTON AND THEY HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH HIGH 
LEVEL OFFICIALS OF THE ADMINISTRATION. WE ALSO HOPE TO 
ARRANGE MEETINGS FOR THEM WITH CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS AND 
KEY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE AMERICAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY, 
MEDIA AND ACADEMIC CIRCLES. AS TO SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES, 

OUR OWN THINKING IS TO HAVE AN AGENDA SIMILAR TO THAT 
OF THE MANILA MEETING WHICH WOULD REVIEW GENERAL ECONOMIC 
TRENDS, NORTH-SOUTH ISSUES AND QUESTIONS OF MUTUAL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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INTEREST IN THE AREAS OF TRADE, DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION, 
COMMODITY POLICIES AND INVESTMENT. WE HAVE NOT YET 
TALKED ABOUT AN AGENDA WITH ASEAN AND ALL THIS IS SUBJECT 
TO THEIR VIEWS. WE HOPE THAT AS A MINIMUM WE WILL HAVE 
STARTED A PROCESS OF IDENTIFYING REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS. WE HAVE SUGGESTED 
THAT THESE FOCUS ON THE AREAS OF FOOD PRODUCTION, RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT, AND DEVELOPMENT OF CONVENTIONAL AND 
NON-CONVENTIONAL ENERGY RESOURCES. WE WILL BE MEETING 
WITH ASEAN ON MTN ISSUES IN THE LATTER PART OF THIS 
MONTH IN SINGAPORE AND KUALA LUMPUR AND WE HOPE THAT 
THIS MEETING WILL SUBSTANTIALLY ADVANCE THE TRADE 
NEGOTIATIONS. WE HAVE MADE SOME PROGRESS IN ENCOURAGING 
US-ASEAN BUSINESS CONTACTS, PARTICULARLY IN PROMOTING 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A BILATERAL US-ASEAN BUSINESS 
COUNCIL UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE US CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AND THE ASEAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. ASEAN 
IS RECEPTIVE TO THE IDEA AND THE US CHAMBER IS WORKING 
ON THE PROPOSAL WITH STATE DEPARTMENT ENDORSEMENT. 

WE ARE CLOSE TO HAVING A NEW MODEL INVESTMENT TREATY 
DRAFTED WHICH WILL BE SUBMITTED TO SINGAPORE AND POSSIBLY 
TO MALAYSIA FOR CONSIDERATION. WE ALSO INTEND TO 
ENCOURAGE GREATER EXPORT IMPORT BANK INTEREST IN THE 
REGION AS WELL AS INCREASED ATTENTION BY OPIC NOW THAT 
OPIC LEGISLATION HAS PASSED CONGRESS. WE HAVE HAD SOME 
CONSULTATIONS WITH ASEAN OFFICIALS ON COMMODITY POLICIES, 
PARTICULARLY THE COMMON FUND, AND WE HOPE TO HAVE A 
SENIOR COMMODITY EXPERT OF USG VISIT THE REGION AFTER 
THE PROSPECTS OF CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON TIN BECOME 
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CLEAR. 

4. THIS SUMS UP OUR PRESENT THINKING ON WHERE WE STAND 
ON THE US-ASEAN DIALOGUE. WE HAVE HAD NO FORMAL EXCHANGE 
OF VIEWS WITH ANY ASEAN INSTITUTION, INCLUDING THE 
ASEAN WASHINGTON COMMITTEE. SINCE THE SEPTEMBER US-ASEAN 
MEETING IN MANILA. IN SUM, THE US CONTINUES TO GIVE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PRIORITY TO ASEAN AS AN IMPORTANT EMERGING REGIONAL 
INSTITUTION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. ASEAN, WE BELIEVE, IS 
PROMOTING STABILITY IN SEA AND CAN HELP ACCELERATE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND SOLIDARITY AMONG ITS MEMBERS. 
ASEAN, HOWEVER, IS PROCEEDING AT ITS OWN METHODICAL 
PACE AND WE MUST BE PATIENT IN ADJUSTING TO ITS SOMEWHAT 
CUMBERSOME PROCESS OF COORDINATION AND POLICY 
FORMULATION. OUR CONTACTS WITH ASEAN SUPPLEMENT OUR 
CLOSE AND ACTIVE BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH ASEAN 
MEMBERS. 

CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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